
 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
March 28th, 2024 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Opening Hymn                            Taizé - Stay with Me 
 
Stay with me. 
Remain here with me. 
Watch and pray. 
Watch and pray. 
 
The Collect                           
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament                 Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
 
Reader  A reading from Exodus, the Second Book of Moses. 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, 
a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its 
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
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and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. For I 
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt. 
 
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm            116:1, 10-17 
 

Reader The Psalm appointed for today is number 116 ~ let us read it responsively.   
 

I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
 
How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people. 
 
Precious in the sight of the LORD *  
is the death of his servants. 
 
O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
you have freed me from my bonds. 
 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people, 
 
In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
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The Epistle                                   1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
Reader  A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
"This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the 
cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn                    #315 ~ Thou, Who at Thy First Eucharist Didst Pray 
 
Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray 
that all thy Church might be forever one,  
grant us at every Eucharist to say 
with longing heart and soul, “Thy will be done.” 
O may we all one bread, one body be,  
through this blest sacrament of unity.  
 
For all thy church, O Lord, we intercede; 
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace; 
thus may we all one bread, one body be,  
through this blest sacrament of unity.  
 
So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
may we be one with all thy Church above, 
one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
one with thy saints in one unbounded love;  
more blessed  still, in peace and love to be 
one with the Trinity in Unity.  
 
Holy Gospel                      John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
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during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”  
 
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he 
had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very 
truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. Now the Son of Man 
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 
 
Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ       
 
Homily                                            The Rev. John Beach 
 
Hymn                                               Ubi Caritas 
 
Ubi caritas et amor, 
ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 
 

(English translation)  
Live in charity and steadfast love, 
live in charity; God will dwell with you.   
 
Peace 
 
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
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Holy Communion 
 
The Great Thanksgiving:             
 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Officiant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Officiant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
                   
Officiant  It is truly right to glorify you, God, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  Fountain of life and 
source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to 
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory 
of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
 
Sanctus  #129                         
 

Holy, holy holy Lord. 
God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
  
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 
that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 
through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 
God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without 
sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, 
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting 
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, 
we praise you and we bless you. 
 
People We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 
life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice 
in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

Remember our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Diocesan Bishops Alan and Carol, and all who 
minister in your Church. 
 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 
 

Remember those who are sick and in need. 
 

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; 
bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. 
 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
matriarchs, prophets, apostles, and with martyrs, with Luke, John and all the saints who have 
found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Officiant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Officiant Behold the true Light of the world, the Beloved of God, anointed by the 

Spirit.  Blessed are those called to the banquet of the Lamb. 
 
The Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving 
Holy Communion. 
 
The Officiant invites the following prayer to be said by all. 
 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 
Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 
the life to come. Amen. 
 
Anthem during Communion Contemplation 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal Jesus gave his disciples a new 
commandment, to love on another as he loved them.  Write this commandments in our hearts; 
give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, who gave his life and died for us, yet is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.                
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Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love  
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Silence during the stripping of the altar.   
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